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1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final 
rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 
37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely 
paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 02/13/2009 has been 
entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on 02/13/2009 with respect to claims 1 and 9 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of 
rejection. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Double Patenting 

3. Claims 48 and 49 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a 
substantial duplicate of claims 45 and 46 (Note: dependent claims 45, 46, 
48, and 49 all depend on independent claim 1). When two claims in an 
application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper 
after allowing one claim to object to the other as being a substantial 
duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made 
in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7 and 45-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by MIYAKE (EPO Patent NO. EP1 14871 6A1). 

Regarding claim 1, MIYAKE teaches an image pickup device comprising: 

(a) a base board on which an opening portion is formed (figures 1 and 2A, item 1 
with opening 1A); 

(b) an image pickup element provided on a reverse surface of the base board so 
that at least a part of the opening portion is covered (figures 1 and 2A item 2); 

(c) an optical member (figure 1 items 3 and 3a in combination) including a lens 
portion (figure 1 item 3a) to form an image of an object onto the optical pickup element 
(figures 1, 4B, 5, and 8-10), a leg portion to support the lens portion (figures 1, 4B, 5, 
and 8-10 item 3; the examiner can broadly consider the sides of item 3 as a leg portion), 
and a contact portion to be brought in contact with the image pickup element (figures 1 , 
4B, 5, and 8-10; item 3 bottom and item 2 contact each other), the optical member 
configured for converging light incident on the image pickup element (figures 1, 4B, 5, 



Application/Control Number: 10/668,480 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2622 

and 8-10), the optical member being provided so as to come in direct contact with a 
front surface of the image pickup element from the front surface of the base board 
through the opening portion (figures 1, 4B, 5, and 8-10; item 3 bottom and item 2 
contact each other); and 

(d) an outer frame member provided on the base board to cover the optical 
member and the opening portion (figures 12-13 item 9), an inner surface of the outer 
frame member being engaged with the optical member (figures 12-13 item 9), wherein 
the outer frame member is arranged at a prescribed position on the base board so that 
a center of a photoelectric conversion portion of the image pickup element agrees with a 
center of an optical axis of the lens portion of the optical member (figures 12-13 item 9). 

Regarding claim 2, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, MIYAKE in 
view of Kingsley et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, 
MIYAKE teaches that the optical member comprises a portion to be engaged that is 
fitted in the outer frame member to prevent that the optical member rotates about an 
optical axis of the optical member, and the outer frame member comprises an engaging 
portion that is fitted in the portion of the optical member (figures 12-13 items 3/3a/3c 
and 9 are engaged). 

Regarding claim 3, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, MIYAKE in 
view of Kingsley et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, 
MIYAKE teaches that the optical member comprises a first optical member that comes 
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in contact with a surface of the image pickup element (figure 1 item 3), and at least one 
auxiliary optical member which is stacked on the first optical member so that an optical 
axis of the auxiliary optical member agrees with an optical axis of the first optical 
member (figure 1 item 3a). 

Regarding claim 4, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, MIYAKE in 
view of Kingsley et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, 
MIYAKE teaches that the base board has electric parts thereon for processing an image 
(figure 2 item 1b circuit pattern; also figure 14 and paragraph 0061 page 9; ASIC OR 
DSP item 10). 

Regarding claim 5, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, MIYAKE in 
view of Kingsley et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, 
MIYAKE teaches that the prescribed electric parts are arranged on the base board that 
is covered by the outer frame member (figure 2 item 1b circuit pattern; also figure 14 
and paragraph 0061 page 9; ASIC OR DSP item 10; also outer frame member figures 
12-13 item 9). 

Regarding claim 6, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 4, MIYAKE in 
view of Kingsley et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, 
MIYAKE teaches that at least a part of the electric parts is arranged in the vicinity of a 
fixed position at which the outer frame member is fixed (figure 2 item 1b circuit pattern; 
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also figure 14 and paragraph 0061 page 9; ASIC OR DSP item 10; also outer frame 
member figures 12-13 item 9). 

Regarding claim 7, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 4, MIYAKE in 
view of Kingsley et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, 
MIYAKE teaches that a photoelectric conversion section is provided on the front surface 
at a position corresponding to the opening portion to convert incident light to an electric 
signal (figures 1, 4B, 5, and 8-10; item 2 with side closer to the opening of item 1), and 
the optical member is arranged to focus an object image by converging the incident light 
onto the photo-electric conversion section (figures 1, 4B, 5, and 8-10 item 3/3a focus 
light on item 2). 

Regarding claim 45, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, MIYAKE 
in view of Kingsley et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, 
MIYAKE teaches that the optical member is a single-piece structure including the lens 
portion, the leg portion, and the contact portion (figure 1 items 3 and 3a in combination; 
where legs are the sides of item 3 and the contact portion is the bottom of item 3). 

Regarding claim 46, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, MIYAKE 
in view of Kingsley et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, 
MIYAKE teaches a pressure member which presses the optical member toward the 
base board (figures 5, 8 10A, and 12 item 5; Also item 9 item 6). 
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Regarding claim 47, MIYAKE teaches an image pickup device comprising: 

(a) a base board on which an opening portion is formed (figures 1 and 2A, item 1 
with opening 1A); 

(b) an image pickup element provided on a reverse surface of the base board so 
that at least a part of the opening portion is covered (figures 1 and 2A item 2); 

(c) an optical member (figure 1 items 3 and 3a in combination) including a lens 
portion (figure 1 item 3a) to form an image of an object onto the optical pickup element 
(figures 1, 4B, 5, and 8-10), a leg portion to support the lens portion (figures 1, 4B, 5, 
and 8-10 item 3; the examiner can broadly consider the sides of item 3 as a leg portion), 
and a contact portion to be brought in contact with the image pickup element (figures 1 , 
4B, 5, and 8-10; item 3 bottom and item 2 contact each other), the optical member 
configured for converging light incident on the image pickup element (figures 1, 4B, 5, 
and 8-10), the optical member being provided so as to come in contact with a front 
surface of the image pickup element from the front surface of the base board through 
the opening portion (figures 1, 4B, 5, and 8-10; item 3 bottom and item 2 contact each 
other); and 

(d) an outer frame member provided on the base board to cover the optical 
member and the opening portion (figures 12-13 item 9). 

Regarding claim 48, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, MIYAKE 
in view of Kingsley et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, 
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MIYAKE teaches that the optical member is a single-piece structure including the lens 
portion, the leg portion, and the contact portion (figure 1 items 3 and 3a in combination; 
where legs are the sides of item 3 and the contact portion is the bottom of item 3). 

Regarding claim 49, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, MIYAKE 
in view of Kingsley et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, 
MIYAKE teaches a pressure member which presses the optical member toward the 
base board (figures 5, 8 10A, and 12 item 5; Also item 9 item 6). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to USMAN KHAN whose telephone 
number is (571)270-1131. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Mon-Fri 6:45-3:15. 

6. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached on (571) 272-3022. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Usman Khan/ 
Usman Khan 
04/21/2009 
Patent Examiner 

/Jason Chan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



